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If you want to submit articles, genealogy
humor, interesting web sites or have any queries you
want us to print feel free to contact us. You can send
your submissions to our library email at
lethags@theboss.net or phone (403) 328-9564 for
some research help--Susan Haga, Newsletter Editor.

Lethbridge A.G.S. Branch Hours

Library Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thurs
1:30-4:30 p.m. Meetings are all virtual for the
time being (3rd Thursday of the month at 7:00
p-m.) Our library will be closed July and August
and December but can be open on request. See
http://lethbridgeags.theboss.net/Exec.htm
Address: 1:28; 909 — 3" Avenue North.
Phone: (403) 328-9564

Membership Dues

Individual or Family Membership (Includes 1
Branch)-$50.00, Seniors (65+) Individual or
Family (Includes 1 Branch)-$45.00. If you RS
digitally your membership is $10.00 off except for
Youth membership  $5.00—Young  Adult
membership is $25.00 (includes RS).

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President Barry Simmonds

Vice President Julie Miller

Treasurer Kieran Biggins

Secretary Wendy Warren

Past President Marilyn Astle
BRANCH COMMITTEE

Archivist Len Ross/Velda Sjovold

Casino Contact Doug McLeod

Cemetery Eleanor McMurchy

Computer Tech Support ~ Doug McLeod
Facebook Group Marilyn Astle, Eleanor

McMurchy
Library Wendy Warren/Brian
Dobing
Membership Kieran Biggins
Newsletter Editor Susan Haga
Obit Committee Eleanor McMurchy /BevTufts,
Alma & Charles Berridge
Programs Velda Sjovold
Publicity/Res Centre Win Evans
Volunteer Hours Doug McLeod
Web Master Doug McLeod
Youth Rep Susan Haga
Advisory Group MarilynAstle.
Doug Mcleod,
Eleanor McMurchy
Phyllis Burnett,
Win Evans

President’s Message

Well, another summer and fall has almost passed
and of course being way too short.

Over the summer the Legacy Group decided to
meet every Mond a great turn out and we also
enjoyed the AC.

We took a break from normal opening hours over
the summer and re-opened in the beginning of
September.

The executive held a business meeting to discuss
next year’s plans. We reviewed the budget for
next year 2026 and 2027. We decided to upgrade
our presentation system (computer and projector)
and decided to upgrade to a smart TV. Easier to
use and can be connected to any device over blue
tooth etc. We briefly talked about upgrading the
We held regular library internet (or lack of speed
and capacity). Barry and Doug are working on a
solution to this problem. It was decided that we
need to upgrade our internet.

We had a meeting in September with Lacey L.
Bakker presenting ‘“How to Prepare Your
Family’s Story”. We held our regular business
meeting after. We had about 20 members attend
through Zoom and in person.

We experienced a lot of problems with the
internet. Shutting down all by itself and restarting
automatically. It was especially problematic on
the last day of the month. I contacted Terry at
theboss.net and we reviewed the problems. It is
still ongoing and as of this writing I have now
heard back from him. I have now looked into
various other internet companies and not one of
them will work for us. As we are in a government
building which restricts our options even more. |
am still actively looking for another alternative.

I attended a meeting of the LSOC genealogy
society to talk about what we offer and our
meeting times, along with the Legacy group,
Facebook and other things we have and what
AGS has in place for their members. [ had one
person sign up right there. In the weeks that
followed we had four more join our branch. We
are also planning to attend a meeting at the
Norbridge Sr’s Center to do a presentation to a
group that meets there.

The president attended a Board of Directors via
Zoom at the end of the month. The proposed
budgets were reviewed, and an error was
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discovered in how it was proposed. Kieran
and I have corrected the problem since then.
Once again AGS is offering a year
membership, for earlier renewal for next year
2026.

In October we had a successful “International
Potluck Lunch/Dinner” at the Park Bridge
Hall. We had about 30 people in attendance.
Thank you Win and Laureen for organizing
this event. The food was delicious, thank you
all. Henning did a great presentation on his
family history that he published.

Win and Laureen have decided to retire from
organizing this event. Velda has offered to
work on organizing it for next year. And she
needs a volunteer to help her. Please talk to
her if you are interested.

Our Executive and Programs Director are all
using Google Workspace. It is refreshing to
have all AGS emails and communications on
Google drives.

Another training session is coming up but a
date has not been put into place now, if
anyone is interested in learning how it
operates and it’s features, please contact me
and I will sign you up for the training.

I am wishing all of you a joyful time over
Christmas and New Years. —President Barry
Simmonds

Monthly Meetings

Lacey 1. Bakker is an award-winning- author,
publisher. She is the founder of
Pandamonium Publishing House, established
2015. Lacey gave a presentation at our
September monthly meeting.

Our International Lunch was held on October
18,2025, from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. As our
membership is aging, we thought it was
appropriate to hold our annual event during
the day to facilitate daylight driving.

On November 20, 2025, Wendy Aitkens
“spoke at our monthly meeting On
Highlighting  Her  Story:  Women’s
Contributions to Military Efforts’.

Lethbridge Family History Center

Is located at 2410 28" Street S.W. Open
Monday 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon, and
Wednesday 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m.

What’s Been Done: Using Someone
Elses’s Genealogy Research

Thomas MacEntee of Genealogy Bargains
https://genealogybargains.com
hidefeen@gmail.com

The “Outside Research” Problem

Here is the typical scenario encountered by
genealogists of every skill level: you are given a
box of “stuff” a relative and told “this is pour
family history.” While you may be delighted at
this sudden treasure trove, you should also be
concerned about incorporating potentially
misleading data into your current research.

How do you effectively review and incorporate
information you have inherited including notes,
family stories and more? In a way that honors and
respects the contributions of other family
members. What about extracting “clues” from
unreliable data?

Inherited Research Action Plan

Perform a basic inventory.

Track content.

Evaluate research content.

Incorporate proven information.

Look at unproven information for possible clues.
Share information with others responsibly.

Evaluating Research Content: A Step-by-Step
Approach

Break down the information you have received
into “data points.” Example: a typewritten family
history from the 1970s contains a birth location
for your great grandfather and this is “new:
information in terms of what you currently have
in your research. Evaluate the source of the
information and determine whether it supports
the facts or not.

Evidence Evaluation Fields
The following fields can be used when evaluating
evidence:

Source Type: A source is Original if it is the first
written statement, photograph, or a recording of
an event. Subsequent copies are Derivative and
may be reproduced by hand, machine, camera or
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scanner, they may be reproduced on paper or
in microform, as photographs or digital
images, or in any other medium that records
the image whether transcribed by hand or
technology.

Clarity: Use Clear if the information an
easily be read or use Marginal if the
information is not clear or is partially
obscured and researcher must “guess” at
words or letters.

Information Type: Use Primary if a piece
of information is recorded by a
knowledgeable eyewitness or participant in
that event, or by an official whose duties
require him or her to make an accurate record
of the event when it occurs.

Use Secondary if information is supplied by
someone who was not at the event and may
include errors caused by memory loss or
influenced by other parties who may have a
bias or be under emotional stress.

Evidence Type: Direct evidence is any fact
that is explicitly stated. Indirect evidence
inferred from one or more pieces of evidence
within the record.

Working With Other Researchers

When with other family historians, you may
encounter family situations where there is
disagreement as to facts about common
ancestors or relatives. Also keep in mind that
while we all have a similar goal of
documenting our family history, our journeys
can be very different, and you may have more
or fewer skills than another researcher.

Correcting Information in a Collaborative
Environment

All of us started somewhere right and if like
me, you believe the genealogy journey is a
learning process, you then understand that
people make mistakes. Even you. But with
genealogy we also need to understand that
very often what seems like facts may often be
academic research can also be filled with
lore, legend, family stories and emotion.
There is a personal sense of ownership for

many genealogists. And correcting information
may sometimes be a difficult process.

Understand the Capabilities of the Platform.
When dealing with websites that display family
trees and or indexed and transcribed records, do
your homework and determine what can and
cannot be done. This may include having to read
the Terms of Service Agreement to understand
who owns user data once it is uploaded.

Ask and Ask Nicely

When dealing with other researchers online, a
“virtual” smile goes a long way. Let the other
person know that you have found other
information related to specific person, place or
event and ask them if they would like the data for
their own research. Also ask them to update any
online postings not to prove that your research is
“correct” or “better,” but to help all genealogists
who come upon the research in the future.

Avoid “Right” and “Wrong” Statements. The
easiest way to alienate a fellow genealogist is to
tell them that their research is wrong. Even if their
research is incorrect, your goal should be to
improve the current research and to help future
researchers.

If Necessary, Publish Your Own Research.
Sometimes you either can’t contact the other
genealogist, or they refuse to update their
information. Remember that you have at your
disposal a variety of tools to make sure your
research is just as visible as any other genealogist.

Giving and Receiving Proper Credit Thanks to
social media and education initiatives, there is
more awareness to credit researchers especially
when narrative content is involved. While this
section is not intended as a lesson on copyright
law, it is an area of growing importance in the
genealogy community which needs to be
addressed.

First realize that facts cannot be copyrighted
(meaning birth dates, death dates, names etc.) But
narrative text, say in genealogy report that you
put together, is protected by copyright. If you get
a great lead on your own research from what
someone else has posted, here’s some advice.
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Contact the Researcher, if possible. State
how you want to use the research (especially
if you intend to publish the information in
print or online in a blog or in a website), show
how you will credit the researcher and then
thank them for their hard work.

Build a Relationship. Briefly mention how
you are related to the research, or if
representing a client, how your client is
related.

So what do you do if a researcher is overly
possessive of the information and doesn’t
want to share?

Stick to the Facts and Cite your Sources.
Again, if it is facts, then technically you can
use the information. However, if it is sourced,
I would do the information myself and then
use the facts as | wanted. Make sure your
source citation states when you found the
record!

Write Your Own Narrative. If the person
refuses to give permission to use their
narrative, so realize that they have that right.
You’ll need to do your own narrative; sorry,
there is no short cut here.

Reference, but don’t plagiarize. For
research, you can reference that person’s
research with a footnote as long as you don’t
reproduce the entire text.

And what about getting credit for your own
work? Well, if you do find that someone has
used your own research and published it
without giving you credit (and, again, we’re
talking about narrative content), then you
have several options.

Advocate and educate. Often, these
situations occur with new genealogists who
don’t understand copyright or the need to
give credit. Be courteous and let them know
that you need attribution and why.

Be Steadfast. Occasionally you find a person
who knew what they were doing and didn’t
care. Hold your ground. Research your

options and also remember to pick your battles. Is
a confrontation — either online or in-person really
worth it.

Tips and Tricks for Incorporating Research

Take Inventory

You can’t put together an action plan if you don’t
know what you’ve received in terms of outside
research. Carefully review the content — both
paper and digital — and sort into folders or groups.
Create a tracking list or spreadsheet and mark off
items that have been reviewed, the source of
information, and whether or not it has been added
to your research.

Evaluate. Evaluate. Evaluate. = The most
important step in the incorporation process is to
thoroughly evaluate each data point — such as a
birth date and ensure that it is valid. Remember to
use Genealogy Proof Standard as a guide; if any
data seems “iffy,” err on the side of NOT adding
it to your research.

Never Import Outside Data Directly into Your
Genealogy Database. Whether the data is in a
GEDCOM file or some other format, always
know what you are bringing into your genealogy
database. Remember that its not always easy to
remove data once it has been incorporated into
your research.

Focus on Data Preservation. If you’ve received
printed genealogy research, make sure you have
scanned the pages and have converted it to a
digital format. For GEDCOM and other files,
ensure there is one or more backups of the data.
For data imported from websites and online
family trees, create a “holding folder” on your
computer and make sure there is a backup copy.

Share and Share Responsibly. Once you’ve
added new data from others, determine the
benefits of sharing your finds. For living persons,
always ask permission first, and for stories and
narratives, remember that copyright issues might
be involved. Include a source citation to assist
other researchers. Some of your family members
may not be willing to share their finds with you
until you first send them some of your
information.
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Resource List
Genealogy Research Log
http://www.genealogyresearchlog.com

Evidence Guidelines for Evaluating
Genealogical Sources
https://bcgcertification.org/ethics-
standards/researching/

I Just Inherited A Huge Supply of
Genealogy. Now What?

http://genealogysstar.blogspot.com/2015/03/
i-just-inherited-huge-pile-of-genealogy.html

Quick Lesson 17: The Evidence Analysis
and Easter. Other provincesProcess Map
https://www.evidenceexplained.com/content
/quicklesson-17-evidence-analysis-process-

map

The 3Cs: Organizing Research Inherited
from a Relative
https://blog.myheritage.com/2016/06/the-3-
cs-organizing-research-inherited-from-a-
relative

Where to Start When you already have
about your ancestor.You Inherit
Genealogy
http://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cgi/viewconte
nt.cgi?article=1028&context=byufamilyhist
orian like outdoor activities or community
events.

Alberta (1990): First provin important facts
ce to establish Family Day, championed by
Premier Don Getty to strengthen family
bonds and provide

a winter respite.

Spread to other Provinces: Saskatchewan
followed in 2007, Ontario in 2008, and
British Columbia in 2013.

Varied implementations: While many
observe it as Family Day, Manitoba calls it
Louis Riel Day, Nova Scotia has Heritage
Day, and PEI has Islander Day. Its purpose is
to encourage quality time and strengthen
family relationships during a long period of
times. (© Thomas MacEntee)

How to Write a Family History
1. First start with the facts you already have about
your ancestor’s family.

2. Organize these facts into a timeline.
3. Determine the scope of your family story.

4. Conduct further historical research to add
details and context.

5. Expand your timeline with new information.
6. Cull your timeline to fit your scope.
7. Turn your timeline into a story outline.

8. Interview your close family members and start
writing your ancestor’s story down.

9, Take the time to double check every fact.
10. Share your story with others.

First, you might be wondering how to write your
family history. I’ve conducted oral history
interviews of my extended family and then I
transcribe their interviews. Remember that a
family history is basically a narrative that turns
the facts you’ve gathered from their oral history
interviews and turning your ancestor’s life into a
short biography.

Years ago, | interviewed my grandmother’s
siblings far and wide either in person or on the
phone and then transcribed their interviews,
turning this oral history into a short biography. It
will contain more than just dates, names and
places. I first collected all the details I could glean
from my family about my great grandparent’s life
and their journey to Canada. So, it includes
important facts about them and their life as well
as the interesting country they lived in. I wrote
about the choices that they made and where those
choices led them in their later life.

Family histories are because they allow you to
take all of your hard-earned research you’ve
conducted and make it more interesting and
accessible to your posterity. Your family today is
much more likely will want to read a short
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biography than to look at a long list of dates!
Your process will help you better understand
your ancestors and will identify areas you
have not uncovered at this point. (Written by
Susan Haga)

My Family History Helped Me Find Out
Where I Belong!

My parents divorced when I was in the first
grade. I had no connection to my father’s
family or even to him until he showed up in
Calgary ill in the Holy Cross Hospital when |
was 30 years old. My grandmother had
wanted me to connect with him and said I
should start looking for him, but I thought if
I found him what on earth would I say to him!
When they separated, we had been living in
Vancouver and my mother, and I took the
train home to Calgary. We moved in with my
grandmother until my mother could find
gainful employment which she did getting a
job as a cashier in north Calgary.

My mother had that job for 6 years until
going to school to become a hairdresser at
Jacobs School of hairdressing. She did well
at that and loved it. When I was 16 and had
graduated from Jr High my mother remarried
and we moved to an acreage in SW Calgary.
After graduating from high school, I moved
out on my own and took a job at AGT as a
clerk typist and worked there for a few years
until I had saved up a lot of money to attend
University in Provo, Utah at BYU where |
had first gotten a degree in Magazine
Journalism.

I returned home in December 1980 getting a
job at Petro Canada working as a secretary
which I worked at for a few years then my
Engineering Department moved to Don
Mills, Ontario and I chose not to go with them
but received a very good severance package
and went on EI. It was during this time that I
had learned about my father being in Calgary
and his illness. My grandmother called me
and told me that my cousin was sharing a
room with him in the Holy Cross hospital!
They had got to talking and my father soon
learned who his mother was because he knew
our family quite well. My Aunt called my
grandmother and she called me. So then I had
a decision to make. I needed some

encouraging for sure. This was in May, so I sat on
it for awhile meanwhile getting reports on my
father. One of my friends phoned me one Sunday
in June it was Father’s Day she had decided to
come over to encourage me to go and visit my
father by this time it was Father’s Day! I finally
agreed to go to visit my father. By this time, he
had been diagnosed with leukemia. About a year
before my roommate Cindy had died of acute
leukemia the same kind that he had. It was
challenging decision because I had to decide did,
I want to get to know him perhaps love him and
lose another person close to me. But I needed
some answers!

When we arrived at the Holy Cross hospital to the
correct floor I went up to the reception area and
asked one of the nurses about him. Then I learned
that he was in the TV room watching TV with his
mother! who also was in the same hospital with
him and on the same floor. This made it even
more difficult because she had never reached out
to me as I’d had no contact with my father or with
my grandparents! But [ decided to bite the bullet
and to go ahead and talk with them both!

When I entered the TV room, I saw them both
sitting in wheelchairs. Now my father at this time
was 55 years old. I introduced myself to him
mainly asking if he was Garth and he replied yes
and said I was his daughter. I didn’t know if this
surly grandmother was going to try and order me
to leave! Then my father chose to leave and return
to his room so we could have a private
conversation which we did. We talked briefly and
I chose to come back and see him during the next
week and he agreed. Now my friend, Sandra had
been waiting for me during this time to drive me
home as [ didn’t drive. Her intent in bringing me
up to see my father was because her mother had
died young at age 49 and they had had a falling
out before she died which she had always
regretted and didn’t want that to happen to me.
So, the following week I came up to visit with
him in the daytime riding my bike there as I didn’t
leave very far from that hospital. It was very
productive meeting. He told me that he had been
praying for the chance to connect with me before
his death. So, he was grateful for the connect.
Now you have to realize, that he was a complete
stranger, to me! He explained why he had left. I
wasn’t upset for leaving us because I’ve always
believed that there are 2 sides to each story. My
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mother had always told me positive things
about him as well. I did have one visit from
him when I was fifteen years old when he was
traveling thru on a business trip to Calgary.
He had taken me out to lunch and had bought
me some shiny platen leather shoes!

We continued our visits in between his return
to the hospital for blood transfusions. We
went out to lunch. On one visit he reached
into his wallet and pulled out a slightly
wrinkled photograph of a little girl playing on
the lawn which of course was me! I knew
then that he had never forgotten me! On the
weekend of his birthday at the end of July we
took a train ride up to Banff which that
thoroughly enjoyed! It was a hot day, so we
did a little walking thru Banff going out to
lunch and spent time together until the train
was due to leave at 5 p.m.

We continued our visits once returning to
Calgary and on one occasion we went and
visited hid mother in her lodge. Because he
knew he was dying he wanted me to continue
visiting her since her only other family was
in St Albert and my uncle wasn’t able to get
down to Calgary that often with his work
schedule. My father and I continued to meet,
and he started bringing his photo albums for
us to peruse together. Old pictures of me that
my mother had sent to his parents of me when
I was young. I started having to remember the
names of people associated with their
pictures as after every visit he gave me the
photo album that he had brought to me. Once
I got home, I wrote their names on the back
of each photograph. At his death I inherited
all his household belongings including
pictures, his books, his furniture and etc.

My father and my paternal grandmother were
very close and around her death she kept
thinking about him for about a month before
she passed away and she died on his birthday
July 28!

After this life changing experience, I started
researching my ancestral line starting in
Winnipeg, Manitoba and branching out to
Sweden, England and later on Scotland. It
was a memorable time in my life, and [ would
have missed out this great experience if I
hadn’t chosen to go and visit with him in the
Holy Cross Hospital that day. He passed

away on October 22,1984 and Alice Rose his
mother died on July 28, 1986. When I met his
brother at the funeral as I was leaving, he said |
guess you can’t dispute their connection in life
and their connection in death as he knew that his
younger brother was her favorite. (Written by
Susan Haga)

10 Ways to Improve Your Family Tree

1. There’s always something new to learn
about genealogy. It’s inevitable that new
technology will emerge, recommended
research techniques will evolve, or a
previously offline set of records will
become available online.

2. Back Up Your Digital Tree Technology
is amazing, but it’s not infallible. At
anytime your laptop or desktop could
become corrupted or simply shutdown
forever, taking your family tree
software—and your tree with it. If your
main tree resides in a subscription based
online program, you may lose access to
some of your work if you forget to renew
it. Each of these scenarios occurs every
day. But if you have some time to spare
you can keep this from happening by
simply backing up your research to the
cloud.

3. Cite Your Sources Creating source
citations isn’t the most enjoyable part of
family tree research, but it’s perhaps the
most important. A fact isn’t a fact at all if
you haven’t shown where the
information came from. When you take a
minute to add source documentation to
an ancestor’s profile, you’re adding
immense value to your tree and
credibility to your research. Most online
programs will automatically cite the
sources you add from online records—
and adding documentation about the
information that you’ve gathered from
offline sources.

4. Run An Error Scan on Your
Genealogy Software Remember that
everyone makes mistakes. When it
comes to family history, even the most
experienced researcher will get caught up
in the excitement of uncovering new
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information and hit the wrong key or
to forget to complete an entry. In
other words, any family tree can
contain errors. An error scan can
quickly review the data in your tree,
picking up obvious—and not so
obvious issues like a mother
supposedly giving birth at age 10, a
child born just a few months after a
sibling or a person born in 1900 but
not marked as deceased.

Update Your Research Log When
you find a hole in your research that
needs to be filled or a fact that you
need to cite, add those to your
research logs. A research log is an
essential genealogical tool that helps
you keep your research goals and
results organized and helps you
having to redo research that you’ve
already done. Updating your
research log with new items takes
very little time but can save you
hours of valuable research time in the
future. You can find research logs
online.

Delete or Merge Duplicates Look
for duplicates on your family trees.
Perhaps it’s a situation where
someone you already have in your
tree you find is also appearing
somewhere else. Most family tree
software  programs include a
“duplicate search” feature that
identifies potential  duplications.
Another easy way to identify these is
to scroll thru the alphabetical list of
all the individuals in your online tree
and look for obvious duplications.
Search a Different Sometimes we
are so familiar with our favorite
family history database we forget to
look at other websites. Start checking
out other online resources. It could
be MyHeritage instead of Ancestry
or USGen Web site for a county that
you’ve been looking for. Do a search
on Google.ca and see if you can find
new Genealogy Websites that you
haven’t considered before.
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8. Reach Out to Your Extended Family
With so much of our attention devoted to
researching our long-lost deceased
ancestors we often forget about our
actual living ones. Not everyone in our
extended family may be interested in
doing family history research, but they
may be willing to send you photographs,
scans of family bibles, and etc.

9. Consider Renaming Your Digital Files
So you can have smaller digital files
specifically designated for special family
lines, so they don’t become too large. It
will be easier to locate your family if they
are smaller. Also, you can safely back
them up on a flash drive as well.

10. Reread Old Documents The longer
you’ve been researching your family’s
history, the more records and documents
you’ve probably added to your
collection. The more that we work with
our family history, the more we learn, so
it’s always a great idea to go back to the
records that have been in our collection
the longest and review them with fresh
eyes and a more critical view and can
become your next clue. Often going back
and reviewing older records we pick up
on things that we missed the first time
through giving us a new direction of
where to search. (Compiled By Susan
Haga)

Probate Records: The Fascinating Family
History Source You’ve Been Missing
Whether your ancestors were millionaires or
blue-collar workers probate records can
reveal a lot more than who got grandma’s
antique gravy boat. So, what is Probate?
Probate is the legal process that starts after
someone dies. If they left a will (testate), the
court ensures that everything is distributed
according to their wishes. If they didn’t leave
a will (intestate) the process becomes more
complex. Depending on the jurisdiction, the
estate can eventually pass to the province
(also known as escheat) if no legitimate heirs
are identified and proven in court. That
means that if nobody steps forward or if the
paperwork doesn’t support their claim, the
government could inherit the entire estate.



Probate? Probate is the legal process

that starts after someone dies.

1. Wills—where someone spells out “I
leave my beloved niece Maggie my
China and nothing to my brother
Jack.

2. Inventories—itemized lists of stuff
they owned: land, tools, livestock
etc.

3. Petitions and affidavits—where
family members argue over what
should happen.

4. Guardianship Files—If minor
children were involved.

5. Letters of Administration or
testamentary—official court
documents naming who is in charge.

You’ll also find names of spouses, kids.

In-laws, neighbors, and lost members of

the family including random cousins who

appeared out of nowhere when money
got involved. Even if your ancestor
didn’t have a big estate, there’s a good
chance they left behind some sort of
probate trail, especially if they owned
property or owed anyone money. I used
to work for the Public Trustees office
years ago and one day I came into work
and there was a long table with thousands
of dollar bills that the employees were
counting. It turned out that thus old
woman was living alone and had been
hiding it under her bed! Their job was to
find out who was related to her so they
had to publish her name in the paper
seeing if she had any living relatives! She
died between Christmas and New Years.

Usually if anyone is going to visit a loved

one it will be then. Not sure what the

outcome was.

Why Should You Use Probate Records

for Family History Research?

Because probate records can:

1. Prove relationships when birth
certificates don’t exist.

2. Reveal unknown children, spouses,
or name changes.

3. Show exactly where your ancestors
lived and what they owned.
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4. Offer personality clues (“I bequeath my
prized pictures to my best friend Diane™)
They are often the only documents that name
whole families, married daughters or explain
why Great Aunt Matilda was mysteriously
left out of the will.
I’m diving into probate records, the what, the
where, and the why, and how these dusty old
wills can become your new favorite
genealogy tool. I’ve searched in the
Provincial Archives and found my great
grandmother’s will revealing a lot of
information including addresses of people
and who married whom and more personal
information about them. Around the time that
I found my great grandmother’s will I was
getting married and it listed addresses of
people that I wanted to invite to my wedding
and after doing so I even got some responses,
and it also allowed me to reconnect with
relatives to learn what they were doing then.
Other information you may learn is what their
full name was so that you don’t chase the
wrong Matthew Brown, so it helps you to
keep on track.
At the Provincial Archives they have index
books for wills in alphabetical order. You
record the file number writing it on a
submission slip for the attendants to pull the
file. You can receive that file that very day.
They photocopied her will for me and I took
it home and read through it gleaning all the
information I could from it. There were 5
children and I learned who their spouses were
and their surnames particularly helpful with
the women and I also learned where they
were living. Two were in Calgary a few in
Manitoba. My great grandmother’s full name
was Eliza Minnie Blunden but went by
Minnie her second name, she married in
England to William Henry Burton my great
grandfather who died in 1917 in the First
World War. My grandmother was Alice Rose
Burton, and she was born in Westham,
England, she came to Manitoba in 1901.
You can also find wills and all the other
records that are compiled with wills like
letters of administration and full estate
information. So, the next time you hit a dead
end in your tree, don’t give up, search probate
records. (Written by Susan Haga)



