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If you want to submit articles, genealogy humor, 

interesting websites or have any queries you want us to 

print feel free to contact us. You can send your 
submissions to our library email at 

lethagsoffice@gmail.com. or phone (403) 328-9564 for 
some research help—Kieran Biggins, Research  lead. 
Lethbridge A.G.S. Branch Hours 
Library Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thurs 1:30–

4:30 p.m.  Meetings are in person and virtual for those 

unable to attend (3rd Thur of the month at1:00 or 7:00 

p.m.) check website for next meeting times. Our 

library will be closed July and August and December 

but can be open on request.  See  

http://lethbridgeags.theboss.net/Exec.htm 

Address:  1:28; 909 – 3rd Avenue North. 

Phone: (403) 328-9564 

membership is $25.00 (includes RS). 

 

 

 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  

President   Barry Simmonds  

Vice President   Julie Miller  

Treasurer   Kieran Biggins  

Secretary   Wendy Warren  

Past President   Marilyn Astle  

BRANCH COMMITTEE  

Archivist   Len Ross  

Casino Contact   Doug McLeod  

Cemetery   Eleanor McMurchy  

Computer Tech Support  Barry Simmonds 

Facebook Group   Marilyn Astle,            

   Eleanor McMurchy                      

Library    Wendy Warren/ 

Julie Miller 

Membership   Julie Miller  

Newsletter Editor  Susan Haga  

Obit Committee   Eleanor McMurchy

   Bev Tufts,  

   Alma & Charles                              

   Berridge  

Programs   Velda Sjovold  

Publicity/Res Centre  Judy Sturgeon  

Volunteer Hours   Doug McLeod  

Webmaster   Doug McLeod  

Advisory Group   Marilyn Astle.  

   Doug Mcleod,  

   Eleanor McMurchy 

Phyllis Burnett 

Win Evans  

 

President’s Report 

Oh my where did the last three months go.  

There was a Board of directors meeting at 

the end of November.   

The library/resource center was closed 

from about the 15th to January 5.  I could be 

wrong, as I just guessed.  We didn’t have a 

meeting in December.  The Google 

workspace had 2 training sessions in 

December and was attended by a few of our 

executives.  Hopefully everybody had a 

great holiday season.  And in January I 

returned  to being busy.  We are still 

reorganizing the center, at least for Wendy, 

Julie and Roger.  Great job.  Some 

inventory lists were generated and filed on 

the computers.  I believe as of right now the 

website inventory will be updated, in the 

near future.   

Our branch members were invited to put up 

a display at the Annual Lethbridge Metis 

Association’s New year celebration.  The 

president attended, put up a display and he 

enjoyed the fellowship and banquet.  I had 

an Indian hot dog and Bannock.  Also, one 

new member and  family joined our 

society. 

We had three meetings this quarter, In 

January after the business meeting we had: 

“Dale Leffingwell talking about local 

history of the area around Milk River.” 

In February our Annual general meeting 

was held.  I changed it up a bit and decided 

to have it at 2:00 pm and have snacks and 

beverages after.  The executive is still the 

same after nominations and the election or 

should I say accumulation. 

Julie Miller volunteered to be our new 

membership chairperson.  A Board of 

Directors meeting was held over Zoom at 

the end of the month. 

In March the president put out a survey to 

find the members' thoughts about changing 

the time of our meetings to 1 pm instead of 

7 pm.  I had some feedback about this and 

the new norm could very well be a 

about:blank
http://lethbridgeags.theboss.net/Exec.htm
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presentation separate from the business 

meeting.  We do now have funding to hire a 

speaker when needed.  This takes us back 

to always looking for a guest speaker.  If 

you know of anybody who does 

presentations relating to genealogy, local 

history or just a good story, please contact 

Velda.   

Google workspace is in place and we are 

having growing pains with the system.  It is 

an ongoing challenge, to get this working 

for us.  Hopefully this newsletter can be 

edited online, the way docs can share files.  

Our newsletter Susan is in hospital and not 

recovering well.  So I and Wendy decided 

to help.  I thought of the idea of have the 

members submit a paragraph or two about 

what motivated them to  

I am looking forward to the rest of the year.  

 

Lethbridge & District Branch yearly 

report 2024 

Volunteer Hours – 2955 hours 

We added 3 new members in our Fall 

membership drive. 

Membership 51, total of 58 members  

 

Meetings  

We had hybrid meetings in January, April 

and May.  We had an average of 19 

members attend our meetings throughout 

our year.   

 

Presentations  

A special thank-you to Velda Sjovold for 

arranging the presenters. 

 

January: Tom Johnson gave a presentation 

on “How the Dominion Lands Act was 

part of settling our Prairies.” 

 

February: Melissa Barker did a 

presentation on “Ten Things that a 

genealogist should do before leaving a 

Library or an Archive” 

 

Annual General meeting  

In February we held our annual general 

meeting.  This was an off year to have an 

election of new officers.   

 

March:  the presentation was cancelled due 

to technical difficulties with Zoom. 

 

April: Elaine Toth presented the “Nikkei 

Memory Capture Project- Japanese 

Culture & Internment” 

May:  Holly Bandelow from the West 

Lethbridge Lions Club talked to us about 

the International Lions Project “Soles for 

Souls” and the recycle project for good 

used shoes. 

June: Our annual BBQ potluck at a 

member’s home. 

September: David Tyler was our guest 

speaker and talked about “Why history is 

such a vital tool for Genealogy 

Research” 

 

October: At our international pot Luck 

Dinner our member Velda Sjovold talked 

about the “How the Story got Started-The 

makings of a Family Story.” 

 

November:  Andrew Chernevytch put on a 

presentation about “WWI Ukrainian 

Internment Camps in Alberta” 

 

Donation of books. 
In August the branch received a donation of 

100 + history books from the Camrose branch. 

 

We are busy reorganizing our library and 

updating our database of Alberta History 

books. Special thanks to Wendy, Julie and 

Roger for their dedication to this 

reorganization. 

Speaker list Project  

The speaker list project that our branch had 

proposed did not proceed due to the lack of 

participation of the other branches and no 

training on Google Workspace. We look 



  

 

FootprintsYesterday’s 4 March 2025 
 

forward to implementing this in the new 

year. 

 

Other Projects & Activities 

In September we were invited to have a 

display table at the Family History center in 

Lethbridge at their new location.   

 

Fund Raising 

We put on a very successful casino in the 

beginning of September.  A special thank-

you  to Doug Mcloed and the volunteers 

who worked this casino.   

 

Branch News 

Our Resource Centre is open to the public 

three afternoons a week. We are now open 

on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 

afternoons. 

The Branch newsletter Yesterday’s 

Footprints is published three times usually 

and is publicly available on our website.  

Our Facebook group Lethbridge, Alberta 

Genealogy reached over 432 members by 

the end of 2024 as compared to 365 

members by the end of 2023.  

Our project of collecting and digitizing 

obituaries and funeral cards continues. 

Our current dedicated volunteer team 

includes Alma and Charlie Berridge, 

Louella Cronkhite, Eleanor McMurchy and 

Bev Tufts. 

Our branch started to bring in Google 

Workspace. 5 members have attended 2 

training sessions held in November and 

December, with further training in January.  

Along with the training, new position 

related email addresses will be put in place 

next year.  As our little society grows, our 

record retention is not very good.  The 

Workspace will ease the burden of finding 

records for our business. 

The Branch is grateful for volunteers that 

have made 2024 a successful year. 

 

AGM in Red Deer 

Four of our members attended the “Family 

History Fair” and the societies AGM put on 

by the Red Deer branch and the Family 

History center.  A new distribution of funds 

was implemented to help the branches.    
 

From the November edition of Yesterday’s 

footprints 

 

Genealogy A to Z: A Trivia Adventure 
Thomas MacEntee, of Genealogy Bargains 

https://genealogybargains.com, 

hidefgen@gmail.com) 

 

Genealogy Trivia Alphabetically 

Here are genealogy and family history related 

terms and concepts you may or may not know! 

 

A is for …Archives 

What is the best ONLINE resource to locate 

archives with primary source materials in the 

United States, Canada, and Australia? 

ArchiveGrid 

https://researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/ 

 

B is for …Birth Records 

What is a delayed birth certificate, and can it be 

used to secure a US passport? 

US State Department Citizenship Evidence 

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/passpor

ts/how-apply/citizenship-evidence.html 

 

C is for …Census 

When was the 1950 US Census released? And 

was there a searchable name index available 

when it was released? 

FamilySearch: 1950 US Census—Release Date 

and Research Help 

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en1950-us-

census-release-date/ 

 

 

 

D is for …Disasters 

What is the most common disaster in the United 

States impacting access to records for genealogy 

research? 

FamilySearch Burned Counties Research. 
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Burned_Counties_

Research 

https://genealogybargains.com/
mailto:hidefgen@gmail.com
https://researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/passports/how-apply/citizenship-evidence.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/passports/how-apply/citizenship-evidence.html
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en1950-us-census-release-date/
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en1950-us-census-release-date/
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Burned_Counties_Research
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Burned_Counties_Research
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E is for …Evidence 

What is “evidence evaluation” or “evidence 

analysis” and why is it an important part of GPS 

(Genealogical Proof Standard?) 

Evidence Explained Quick Lesson17: The 

Evidence Analysis Process Map 

/wiki/en/https://www.evidenceexplained.com/c

ontent/quicklesson-17-evidence-analysis-

process-map 

 

F is for …Female 

What is one of the best resources (book, website, 

record set) for locating female ancestors in the 

US? 

The Hidden Half of the Family by Christina 

Schaefer https://www.amazon.com/Hidden-

Half-Family-Sourcebook-

Genealogy/dp08063115822FamilySearch: 

Julian and Gregorian Calendars 

 

G is for …GPS  

What does GPS stand for in genealogy and what 

organization maintains the standards for GPS? 

Board for the Certification of Genealogists: 

Genealogical Proof Standard 

https://bcgcertification.org/ethics-standards/ 

 

H is for …Handwriting 

What is the best source for deciphering 

handwritten records used for genealogy 

research? 

FamilySearch: Handwriting Helps 

https://www.familysearch.org/indexing/help/ha

ndwriting 

 

I is for …Intellectual Property 

How do you determine whether a record - a vital 

record, a high school yearbook – is protected by 

copyright AND if you can still use the record for 

genealogy research? 

American Library Association Copyright 

Tools https://www.ala.org/advocacy/copyright-

tools 

 

J is for … Julian Calendar 

What is the “Julian Calendar” or “Old Calendar” 

and how does it impact genealogy. 

FamilySearch: Julian and Gregorian 

Calendars 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Julian_a

nd_Gregorian_Calendars 

 

K is for …Kinship and Cousins 

What does “kith and kin” mean and are they 

blood relatives to your ancestors in terms of 

genealogy research? 

FamilySearch: Research a Family in 

Community Context 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Research

_a_Family_in_Community_Context 

 

L is for Lost and Found 

What method did Irish immigrants to the US use 

to connect with families and relatives who had 

arrived earlier? 

Ancestry: Irish Immigrant Advertisements 

Placed in  “The Boston Pilot,” 1831-1920 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/50

60/ 

 

M is for Mortality Schedule 

What is a “mortality schedule” in certain US 

Census records? 

United States Census Bureau: Mortality 

Schedules 

https://www.census.gov/history/www.genealog

y/other_resources/mortality_schedules.html 

 

N is for …Naturalization 

In the United States what is the “naturalization 

process” and records useful for genealogy are 

produced? 

National Archives & Records 

Administration: Naturalization Records 

https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration

/naturalization 

 

O is for …Occupation 

How do you find a description for an occupation, 

especially one from the 18th or 19th century? 

Family Researcher: Dictionary of Old 

Occupations: A-Z index. 

https://www.familyresearcher.co.uk/glossary/D

ictionary-of-Old-Occupations-Index.html 

 

P is for …Plat Map or Plat Book 

How is a plat map or a plat book useful for 

genealogical research in the United States. 

https://www.evidenceexplained.com/content/quicklesson-17-evidence-analysis-process-map
https://www.evidenceexplained.com/content/quicklesson-17-evidence-analysis-process-map
https://www.evidenceexplained.com/content/quicklesson-17-evidence-analysis-process-map
https://www.evidenceexplained.com/content/quicklesson-17-evidence-analysis-process-map
https://www.amazon.com/Hidden-Half-Family-Sourcebook-Genealogy/dp08063115822FamilySearch
https://www.amazon.com/Hidden-Half-Family-Sourcebook-Genealogy/dp08063115822FamilySearch
https://www.amazon.com/Hidden-Half-Family-Sourcebook-Genealogy/dp08063115822FamilySearch
https://bcgcertification.org/ethics-standards/
https://www.familysearch.org/indexing/help/handwriting
https://www.familysearch.org/indexing/help/handwriting
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/copyright-tools
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/copyright-tools
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Julian_and_Gregorian_Calendars
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Julian_and_Gregorian_Calendars
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Research_a_Family_in_Community_Context
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Research_a_Family_in_Community_Context
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5060/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5060/
https://www.census.gov/history/www.genealogy/other_resources/mortality_schedules.html
https://www.census.gov/history/www.genealogy/other_resources/mortality_schedules.html
https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/naturalization
https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/naturalization
https://www.familyresearcher.co.uk/glossary/Dictionary-of-Old-Occupations-Index.html
https://www.familyresearcher.co.uk/glossary/Dictionary-of-Old-Occupations-Index.html
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Rockford Map: The History of the Plat 

Books: 
https://rockfordmap.com/blog/2018/03/06/the-history-of-

plat-books-their-past-present-andfuture/ 

 

Q is for …Query 

What is a genealogy “query” and in what form 

can you find a genealogy query? 

Cyndi’s List: Queries & Message Boards 

https://www.cyndislist.com/queries/ 

 

R Is for …Return 

What is a marriage return and is it the same as a 

marriage certificate? 

Evidence Explained: A Marriage Record Is a 

Marriage Record Is a Marriage Record—

Not! 

https://www.evidenceexplained.com/quicktips/

marriage-record-marriage-record-marriage-

record%E2%80%94not 

 

S is for …Social Security Death Index 

What is the Social Security Death Index (SSDI), 

how can it be accessed, and are the records 

reliable for use in genealogy? 

FamilySearch: United States Social Security 

Administration Records  

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/United_

States_Social_Security_Administration_Record

s 

 

T is for …Timelines 

How can a timeline help you with your 

genealogy research? 

Thought.co: Using Genealogy Timelines as 

Research Tools  

https://www.thoughtco.com/genealogy-

research-timelines-1422730 

 

U if for …Unclaimed Mail Notice 

How can you use data from an Unclaimed Mail 

Notice for genealogy research? Does this notice have 

another name? 

Genealogy Bank: History of American Mail: 

Letters of our Ancestors & the News 

https://blog.genealogybank.com/history-of-

american-mail-letters--of-our-ancestors-the-

news.html 

 

V is for …Vertical Files 

What type of repositories hold “vertical files”, 

what information do they hold and how did they 

get their name? 

MyHeritage: Loose Records: A Treasure 

Trove for Genealogists 

https://education.myheritage.com/article/loose-

records-a-treasure-trove-gfor-genealogists/ 

 

W is for …WorldCat 

What is WorldCat and how can it be used for 

genealogy research? 

WorldCat https://www.worldcat.org 

 

X is for…X Marks the Spot 

What does it mean when the (US_re is an “X” in 

place of a signature? 

Paleography: Interpreting Handwriting in 

Genealogical Research  

https://guides.loc.gov/paleography/signatures 

 

Y is for …Yearbooks 

Are high school or college yearbooks useful for 

genealogy research? Are there other types of 

yearbooks? 

Family Tree Magazine (US): How to Find 

Code Introduced Old Yearbooks and School 

Records Online 

https://familytreemagazine.com/records/other/fi

nd-yearbooks-school-records/ 

 

Z is for …Zip Code 

What does the term ZIP in ZIP code stand for? 

When and why were they created? Are they used 

in genealogy research? 

Library Of Congress: ZIP Code Introduced 

https://guides.loc.gov/this-month-in-business-

history/july/zip-code-introduced  

(© Thomas Macentee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://rockfordmap.com/blog/2018/03/06/the-history-of-plat-books-their-past-present-andfuture/
https://rockfordmap.com/blog/2018/03/06/the-history-of-plat-books-their-past-present-andfuture/
https://www.cyndislist.com/queries/
https://www.evidenceexplained.com/quicktips/marriage-record-marriage-record-marriage-record%E2%80%94not
https://www.evidenceexplained.com/quicktips/marriage-record-marriage-record-marriage-record%E2%80%94not
https://www.evidenceexplained.com/quicktips/marriage-record-marriage-record-marriage-record%E2%80%94not
https://www.thoughtco.com/genealogy-research-timelines-1422730
https://www.thoughtco.com/genealogy-research-timelines-1422730
https://blog.genealogybank.com/history-of-american-mail-letters--of-our-ancestors-the-news.html
https://blog.genealogybank.com/history-of-american-mail-letters--of-our-ancestors-the-news.html
https://blog.genealogybank.com/history-of-american-mail-letters--of-our-ancestors-the-news.html
https://education.myheritage.com/article/loose-records-a-treasure-trove-gfor-genealogists/
https://education.myheritage.com/article/loose-records-a-treasure-trove-gfor-genealogists/
https://www.worldcat.org/
https://guides.loc.gov/paleography/signatures
https://familytreemagazine.com/records/other/find-yearbooks-school-records/
https://familytreemagazine.com/records/other/find-yearbooks-school-records/
https://guides.loc.gov/this-month-in-business-history/july/zip-code-introduced
https://guides.loc.gov/this-month-in-business-history/july/zip-code-introduced
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      Patrick Barry (1942-2024) 
 
It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Pat Barry, a long-time member 
of the Alberta Genealogical Society—Lethbridge Branch. Pat was with the Genealogical 
Society for 25 years and the Lethbridge treasurer for 17 of those years. Pat was a 
dedicated and loyal member of the genealogical branch. He went beyond his duties as 
treasurer to ensure that our Lethbridge branch was working as a well-maintained 
society. Pat’s gentle nature, loyalty and acceptance of all was a true gift.  
 Pat Barry was the treasurer when I first became secretary for the Lethbridge 
AGS branch. He took me under his wing and helped me with members’ names and the 
workings of how the branch operates. If it were not for Pat, I do not feel that I would 
have made it as secretary for as long as I did. He made me feel comfortable and 
accepted as part of the genealogical family. The last time I talked to Pat was when he 
phoned me to tell me that he was getting sicker, and he wanted to say goodbye and 
thanks for being his friend and supporting him. It was a sad conversation, and I did not 
want to say goodbye. Pat, I miss you lots, and the genealogy society is not the same 
without you by my side. (Julie Miller). 
I admired Pat’s dedication and commitment to the organizations he supported, including 
AGS. I enjoyed chatting with him about his Prince Edward Island ancestors – not 
connected to mine there as it turned out. One of the last times I talked with Pat was on a 
spring day when I stopped by his and Carol’s home for something to do with AGS and 
he and I sat in the yard in the sun and visited. (Marilyn Astle). 

 
Check This Out !!! 

 
Elaine Toth will present "How to Prepare Your Oral History" at 1:00 
p.m., April 17, 2025 at the Lethbridge Genealogical Branch Library. 
Please note this is an afternoon meeting. 
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Elaine is part of the faculty at the University of Lethbridge that has been recognized by 
the National Council on Public History (NCPH)  for their collaborative effort detailing the 
journeys of Japanese Canadians in southern Alberta and collaborating with the Nikka 
Yuko’s Bunka Centre. Nikkei Memory Capture Project and Nikka Yuko Japanese 
Garden collaboration earns international honour. Elaine spoke to us about this project 
last April.  
 
Elaine is also part of a group at the University of Lethbridge that is offering an oral 
history storytelling workshop May 8 - June 12, 2025. U of L Oral History Storytelling 
Workshop 
 

 

Why I joined Lethbridge Genealogical Society   
 

Lynda Moller 
 

I joined AGS because I became more interested in Genealogy as time went by. My 

sister, Kathy Stauffer, in Lethbridge, Alberta has been doing genealogy for many years, 

and she invited me to attend the annual conference in Edmonton one year.  

I enjoyed meeting and sharing ideas with such a wide range of people. I learned so 

much from them, and became motivated to learn more about genealogy.  

Since then I have participated in other events and met with her lovely group in 

Lethbridge. I live on the coast of BC but with the click of my mouse or keyboard, I can 

connect with so many other curious and enterprising members. I’ve ‘met’ online 

relatives and new friends around the globe while expanding and sharing our family tree.  

So, thank you for letting me be part of your world of genealogy!  

I’m still enjoying this after over a decade of participation.  

 

Katharine Stauffer 
 
 I have been a member for some years AGS #6034 

Years ago I knew through advertising that Lethbridge had a Genealogy Group. I came 

to a couple of meetings but felt it was all Alberta based . At that time I did not believe 

that either side of our family had any relatives in this province. Between work, family 

and our children I dismissed it for about five years. 

I had bought the Legacy program, used the Morman library and visited Stauffer Family 

cemetery at Stauffer Mill, Hammer Creek. 

It has now been renamed a recreational area for canoeing and is located four miles 

from the town Lititz, Lancaster, Pennsylvania 

https://www.ulethbridge.ca/communications/nikkei-memory-capture-project-and-nikka-yuko-japanese-garden-collaboration-earns
https://www.ulethbridge.ca/communications/nikkei-memory-capture-project-and-nikka-yuko-japanese-garden-collaboration-earns
https://www.ulethbridge.ca/research/centres-institutes/centre-oral-history-and-tradition/oral-history-storytelling-workshop
https://www.ulethbridge.ca/research/centres-institutes/centre-oral-history-and-tradition/oral-history-storytelling-workshop


  

 

FootprintsYesterday’s 9 March 2025 
 

Eleanor McMurchy from the Lethbridge Branch was starting up a Monday Legacy group 

and I have been a member ever since. 

She has been incredibly helpful and supportive. I certainly would not be where I am 

today without her knowledge and kindness. 

 

Allen Whidden 
 
I joined AGS for the same reason I do genealogy, to make connections. I was well 

aware I could only get so much from videos, online, and my research skills were limited. 

I already had sufficient exposure to my own family's history to spur me on to search 

back further as many more have stories to tell, memories that may have been recorded 

and characteristics in my generation that probably have roots in the genetics of my 

ancestors. I am committed to carry on and dig into my past to first explore and then 

discover the gems that are all part of our collective histories. 

I joined to enable me to access data banks that I was not familiar with and to glean 

information from more experienced genealogists.  

 

Eleanor McMurchy 
 
I started doing genealogy because of an article in the Calgary Herald in 1992, looking 

for descendants of Henry Hallett of Manitoba. My step-grandfather was Julius Sydney 

Hallett, born in Winnipeg, second great grandson of Henry Hallett. Henry Hallett was 

born in England and came to Rupert’s Land, was hired as a clerk for the Hudson Bay 

Company and was posted in several HBC Forts in Western Canada. Henry and Peter 

Fidler travelled together and surveyed Western Canada.  I contacted the writer, Heather 

Hallett, she said all we knew about Syd was he married a widow with two sons. In 1993 

“Henry Hallett Family Reunion Celebrated 200 Years in Canada” which was held in 

Winnipeg and my parents attended. With this little information I started researching the 

Hallett family. In 1994 when my parents celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary and I 

decided to do up books on their families. Little did I know 33 years later I’d still be doing 

genealogy! 

Bev Tufts and I worked together at Ellison Milling, I encouraged her to start researching. 

My husband, Jim’s aunt was married to Dr. William Burton Tufts, who practised at 

Outlook, Saskatchewan near Bev’s home town. I wonder if there was a connection. 

Bev and I made may trips to the University of Calgary Library, Calgary Public Library, Family 

History Centre, etc. and we attended several Genealogical Conferences sponsored by the 

Alberta Family History Society in Calgary. In 1998, it was at one of these conferences we ran 

into Phyllis Burnett. I knew Phyllis from my working in the Lethbridge College Library, she was in 

the AV Department. She encouraged Bev and I to come to a branch meeting. Well! You might 

say the rest is history! We joined the Branch and last year received our 25 years certificates. 
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Phyllis put me to work indexing records in my spare time (I was working full time). After I retired 

in 2007, I started to re-do and update my genealogy from a $15.00 Family Tree 3 ½ inch 

shareware disk and eventually to LegacyFamilyTree.  

Over the years I volunteered at the Centre, gave some presentations at the LDS/AGS 

Workshop in 2001 and other libraries/museums. Phyllis Burnett and I co-chaired the 

AGS Provincial GenFair in Lethbridge in 2010 and others helped at “Genealogy at the 

Bridge Workshop” in 2017. I took over the Branch Research Requests from Marion 

Fleming and Phyllis Burnett in 2012. We started the Legacy Group in about 2013. 

Several members volunteered at the Nobleford School for school credit in genealogy in 

2018 and 2023. In 2021 Marilyn Astle and I started co-chairing our Facebook Page and 

almost everyday we add articles, new database sources, webinars, etc. Over the years I 

and others in the branch indexed church records, cemeteries, obituaries, newspapers 

just to name a few.  

Lethbridge AGS is a great place to make friends, share genealogical finds and break 

down brick walls. We are a busy little group with great volunteers! 

 

Kieran Biggins 
 
My genealogy journey began back in 1981 when my wife and I emigrated from 

Scotland. We “Took a Jumbo across the water” to quote a line from the song “Breakfast 

in America” by the band Supertramp. Enroute to our final destination Winnipeg, we 

visited with my uncle in Connecticut, USA. He was very interested in his family history 

and his obsession during our lengthy discussions was infectious. We waded through the 

many binders of letters he had compiled over the years requesting information from and 

about long lost relatives. His research of course was conducted without the use of the 

internet or access to the myriad of online resources and genealogy websites that we 

take for granted today. Several years before my uncle passed away, I helped him 

breakthrough some of the family history brick walls that had eluded him for years. He 

had in a sense passed on to me the responsibility for management of our family history. 

A role that someone in every family should have. In addition to my own family research, 

I help the local Branch with genealogy projects the latest being a request for us to 

research the Frank and Red Crow families of the Blood Reserve. 

 

Wendy Warren 
 
 My parents shared what they knew of their heritage as far back as I can remember. Of 

course, when I was younger, I didn’t take an interest in these stories. My parents 

involved themselves in several family reunions but it wasn’t until the late 1980s that I 

went to a family reunion in Falkland BC that I became intrigued by the stories that I 
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heard. It might have helped that one gentleman told me I had the eyes of my great 

grandfather Falkland F. Warren! 

At this point I decided I should try and document all I could about my families. I was 

fortunate to have a lot handed to me. I put everything I could about all sides of my family 

onto a computer program. I soon realized I could enhance my documentation by finding 

out more. My family had deep roots in this area so I became aware of their graves in 

local cemeteries and my great grandmother’s contributions to Lethbridge ( Edith Emma 

Coe -Warren– Legacy Ridge). My grandmother had contributed many articles to the 

Lethbridge Herald starting in the 1930s. There was a lot to learn. 

I had joined a computer course at the LSCO to learn more about new programs. Sitting 

next to me was Winn Evans. We got acquainted and she told me about the Lethbridge 

Gen group. I decided that Covid was over and I needed to get out and socialize more so 

I went to a couple of meetings. Joining Lethbridge Gen Society has certainly been an 

opportunity to become more involved outside my home. I just need to make some time 

to continue my own research. 

 
Paddy Wesko 
 

The reason I joined AGS was to get help searching for my father's family who arrived 

here in 1913.   

The society gave me access to newspapers, ancestry and joining the Legacy group I’ve 

received help with my research. 

 

Barry Simmonds 
 

I came across a letter from my mom’s possessions when I was cleaning out her house.   

It was a list of heirs to an aunt of my father.  One day while I was watching TV, an 

Ancestry ad came on.  I signed up for the free 2 weeks and I started researching my 

Dad’s family.  About that time I saw an announcement about an upcoming meeting in 

Lethbridge.  I decided to go attend the meeting.  I was looking for something to do in 

retirement and after the presentation I joined.  I have been a member since Fall of 2013. 

This led to the discovery of 8 siblings of my Grandfather, I was hooked on doing 

genealogy and building my family tree.  To date I have found over 2000 relatives of both 

my family and my wife’s.   

 

Brian Dobing 
 

My interest in genealogy began with family stories, scandals and legends. The scandals 

came from my father’s side. His father had emigrated to Canada from England in the 

early 1900s, worked his way across Canada to near Edson, Alberta with the CNR, 
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returned to serve with the Canadian Army in WW1, and met his wife while on leave in 

London. She had a brother in Brandon, Manitoba and both found their way there after 

the war, got married and moved to Edson, Alberta. 

But this was not my grandfather’s first marriage. My father knew he had abandoned his 

first wife and daughter Maggie in Newcastle when he first moved to Canada (we even 

had a photo of her), but didn’t know much else. 

My father had some contact with his English ancestors, visiting England first as a young 

child and later when he joined the Royal Navy in April 1939. He spent his leaves with 

both sides and corresponded with some of them for years later, notably Cousin Alice 

(father’s side in the Durham/Newcastle area). She was a spinster who looked after her 

disabled sister. I met Alice when she visited us in Victoria. I was 20 and thought she 

was a character out of a Carry On movie. She knew more than she would tell us. Of 

course, today I wish I had asked more questions. She did say that there was a chest 

back home with all the secrets which she did not want revealed until she died. Well, she 

died but what happened to the chest is a mystery. Probably just thrown out. 

Starting in the 1970s, my father visited England regularly but got little help with his 

family history quest. Or, maybe like Alice, they preferred not to talk about it. His Uncle 

Walter was a recluse who refused to talk to anyone. Aunt Alice married and went off to 

India and they never returned. (I haven’t found any mention of them in Indian records.) 

His other cousins didn’t know much about his father, who had left England before they 

were born. So the story of his father’s first marriage was lost along with Aunt Alice’s 

trunk. 

My father knew his mother’s side better, visiting them first when he was about six, 

staying with them before joining the Royal Navy in early 1939 (not knowing what was 

coming) and on his leaves during the war until he transferred to the Royal Canadian 

Navy. Starting in the 1970s, my parents made several visits to England mostly to his 

Howe maternal relatives. Nine of them died during the war, eight as a direct result of the 

conflict. The ninth, Uncle Harry, went out to get something for his wife Alice and before 

he got back, the house was bombed and she died. Uncle Harry never recovered from 

the shock. Their son, and my father’s cousin, Harry joined the RAF to get even but was 

shot down on his first trip over Germany. My father’s closest contact after the war was a 

cousin of Harry’s through his mother, so she had no genetic link to the Howes and 

couldn’t be that helpful. Oddly enough, her son initiated email contact with me a few 

years ago and we’ve helped each other a bit on genealogy issues although we 

obviously aren’t linked either. 

The legends came from my mother who told us we were descended from the Bonney 

pirates, maybe even Ann Bonney herself although historians doubt that she actually had 

any children. Pirates were much more interesting to children than a railroad millwright! 

My mother’s first name was “Bonney,” apparently in honour of that connection. The 

Bonney pirates originated in the Cornwall area, far (at least in English terms) from my 
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father’s ancestors in Newcastle. Some of the family emigrated to the United States and 

then became United Empire Loyalists and moved to Canada, possibly near Ottawa. But 

again we had no proof of this story. They had to be on her mother’s side as we have 

good records of her paternal ancestors who arrived later from England and Ireland. And 

it was also disappointing to find out that while Billy the Kid was known as Billy Bonney, 

that was not his birth surname. Being an only child of an only child (on her mother’s 

side) didn’t help, and her mother was raised by an aunt and uncle in Regina after she 

was 12 so my grandmother had little contact afterwards with her father and other family 

members.  

I wasn’t of any help to either of my parents until sometime around 2010 when 

Ancestry.com offered free access for a month through the University of Lethbridge 

library. I was able to download a variety of census and BMD (birth/marriage/death) 

records for him. No family trees. If they were available at that time on Ancestry, I wasn’t 

aware of them. And being busy with work, I didn’t have much time for genealogy. I did, 

however, find evidence to support what my father and uncle had told me (and Cousin 

Alice wanted to hide). Alfred Dobing had married Margaret. And on his mother’s side, 

census data revealed his maternal grandfather’s occupation, something he had 

wondered about; he was a bricklayer and later a foreman working in house construction.  

After retiring in 2014, I attended a very brief presentation on Ancestry.com at the 

Lethbridge Public Library on November 17th. My father was gone by then, and my 

mother several years earlier, so I couldn’t share my findings with them but was curious 

to see what more I could learn. My father also left written stories about his experiences 

growing up, especially during the war (in which he was sunk twice, once while in the 

Royal Navy and again after being transferred to the Royal Canadian Navy). He had 

photographs, labelled as well as he could, that go back to his grandparents. And with 

Dobing being a less common name, it was easier to work. That gave me the opportunity 

to fill in some of the blanks. 

Thus began my genealogy studies at the Lethbridge Public Library. And at the same 

time, I got to know some of the folk in the homeless community who also used the 

computers there. Their stories were often more interesting than what turned up through 

Ancestry!  

I had no idea how to approach genealogy and did not realize there were places in 

Lethbridge that could help me. I was comfortable with using computers, having taught 

programming, databases and Excel for years, so I downloaded data and created an 

Excel spreadsheet format to store it while saving all the supporting source documents 

(such as family trees, BMD records, even some prison records, etc.) along with their 

URLs in folders. Some family trees have since gone private, making this a good 

strategy. 

I had worked more with databases than spreadsheets, particularly with Microsoft 

Access, but realized that using Excel would make my work more accessible to anyone 
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else who might be interested in it. A few years later I downloaded some free genealogy 

software but by that time I had several thousand records and did not want to retype all 

that data. Instead, I wrote a computer program that would read the data from the 

spreadsheets, pdf family trees and saved files and then create a GEDCOM file which 

probably all genealogy programs can import. I still do that today. In a recent visit to the 

Edmonton AGS office, those I met said they want everything on paper. I have nothing 

on paper, and what was on paper has been scanned. I doubt very much that my 

daughters or anyone else would save that much paper after I’m gone, but 50 gigabytes 

take hardly any space today, costs little and is readily searchable. And everyone who 

wants a copy can have one. Printing or photocopying everything I have now would take 

months. 

After a few years of library research, I had encountered the usual problems – 

inconsistent and missing data. What was initially fun turned into frustration. I had 

emailed a couple people who had posted Dobing genealogy online (not through the 

public library Ancestry.com which doesn’t, or at least didn’t, allow that) and got some 

interesting replies but no breakthroughs. Neither was a serious genealogist. I needed 

some help to go further! 

On May 18, 2017, I met my first real genealogist. Susan Haga did a presentation at the 

Galt Museum, poorly attended but all the better for me to ask questions. On October 4, 

2017, I took my first class in genealogy at the LDS church with Susan Haga and other 

presenters. I could have saved considerable time by attending classes years earlier. 

With Ancestry.com access through the library becoming slower and more difficult, I took 

Susan’s advice and attended my first AGS Lethbridge meeting on February 15, 2018. I 

paid my $55 to Pat Berry to become a member and have been ever since. Later, when 

talking to our neighbour Shawna, we found a mutual interest in genealogy and I 

encouraged her to attend as well. My first recruitment effort was successful! 

The Monday Legacy sessions were very helpful, particularly Eleanor and Doug. This led 

to using Legacy, which accepts imported GEDCOMs so I had all my data there in a few 

minutes. I soon offered to volunteer, not knowing much. Which included not knowing I 

needed a key to get into the office! Fortunately, the security guy kindly let me in and 

then Doug got me properly set up for the next time. While I was no expert (and don’t 

consider myself one even now), as with teaching, we benefit most from getting 

questions we can’t easily answer. Hope I’ve helped a few people too. 

But it wasn’t just the help with genealogy. The sharing of stories and the social side 

became very important to me and something I miss having moved to Edmonton. Closer 

to where my parents were born though, and where provincial records are kept. 

With some help, and some further contacts made through Ancestry, I have learned that 

my grandfather did not just abandon his wife and daughter. He actually abandoned his 

wife, three daughters and a son! Genealogists need to be persistent. I had not found the 

1901 census that showed my grandfather with two children because they had 
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transcribed our surname as “Doring.” And that led to finding the 1911 census, birth 

certificates, and a couple marriages. There do not appear to be any descendants from 

my father’s four half-siblings, although there is always the chance of a DNA match 

someday. 

Not sure if it was in Alice’s chest, but there appears to be another scandal that she was 

hiding. Many of the Dobings were millwrights and they had shops in Durham and 

Newcastle. They were well-known enough to have a road in front of one shop named 

after them, although Dobing Road disappeared some time ago. John Bowes Dobing 

may have been a good millwright, but not such a good businessman. He was forced into 

bankruptcy in 1866, and Cousin Alice acknowledged that heavy drinking was interfering 

with business! Another Dobing was apparently attacked after leaving a pub and carrying 

the payroll money. His body was found in the water, but not the money. Anyway, John 

Bowes Dobing did recover and had his business going again on Sherburn Road but, as 

reported in the Newcastle Courant, he was seen wandering along the train track at the 

station and despite the train’s slow speed coming into the station and loud blows of the 

train whistle, he ended up under the wheels and died instantly. The paper did not 

suggest it was suicide. However, after some further reading (and genealogists must 

also be part historians), inheritance laws at the time resulted in the entire estate of a 

suicide going to the Crown. In an earlier case, a newspaper had reported a death as a 

probable suicide. The Crown then used that as evidence to seize the estate’s assets. 

Those descendants, however, sued the newspaper which could not prove it was suicide 

and won, so they were able to some inheritance. The Newcastle Courant was more 

careful to report John Bowes Dobing’s death as a “lamentable occurrence.”  

Still no success finding pirates or United Empire Loyalists. There are good records on 

the latter, but no one with a surname matching anyone I’ve found in my mother’s tree. 

But genealogists never give up!  

 

Bev Tufts 
 

My genealogical journey began about 27 years ago.  My paternal grandparents were 

both raised in southern Manitoba.  While growing up in Saskatchewan, I often heard my 

grandmother and parents mentioning the names of different relatives in Manitoba, but I 

never knew how they connected.  My father was able to provide me with some 

information, but he didn’t know much about his grandparents’ history.  Unfortunately, my 

grandmother had already passed away, so I was not able to ask her as she would have 

been a fountain of information. 

My curiosity about my family grew when I found out my maternal grandfather was from 

a Mennonite family and it was only at the time of his death that I heard about this for the 

first time. At the time, I was working with Eleanor McMurchy and she got me started with 
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my research.  There were many Saturdays spent at the family history centre cranking 

through microfilms.   

We went to a genealogy conference in Calgary where we met up with Phyllis Burnett 

who encouraged us to attend a meeting of the AGS Lethbridge branch.  After the 

meeting we both joined up and have been members for 26 years now.  There is not 

much Alberta connection with my ancestors, but I have benefited from being a member 

of this group.  A past member who did a lot of English research helped me locate the 

birth record for my great grandfather in Norfolk, England which broke through a brick 

wall for me.  Even though I now do most of my research on the databases I can access 

from home, I find I learn a lot from the other members discussing what they have found, 

where they have found the records and the suggestions that get you thinking about a 

different way to tackle your issue.  It has also been valuable to be able to access the 

Family Search records from our resource centre since it is an affiliated library which 

enables us to see the records we can not see at home.  All these years later the 

genealogical journey continues. 

 

Debbie LaPlante 
 
I joined the Lethbridge Genealogy Society, as Drumheller has a small Genealogy Club, 

and we thought that we would like to belong to a bigger group to enhance our 

membership in Drumheller.  I and a few of our members have attended a couple of the 

annual workshops before Covid happened.  I thoroughly enjoyed attending and 

Lethbridge was not far.  I had heard you had spectacular resources, and when I have 

attended either via Zoom or in person, this information is passed along to the group.  I 

feel this enhances what we can offer and collaboration from our other societies such as 

AGS, it can only improve those resources and we benefit greatly from it.  I get so much 

from your group and your members have so much knowledge, so this is a win-

win.  Your society is so dedicated, providing us with tools to help us on that journey.  It 

is a pleasure to be a member even from a distance, albeit a short distance. 

 

Ellen Thompson-Jennings  
 

I joined the LGS because my grandmother was born in Lethbridge. I wanted to learn 

more about the area because that's where my great-grandparents met. To also learn 

about other members of my grandmother's family.  

 

Anne Baines 
 

When I first heard about the Alberta Genealogical Society I joined right away.  I had 

been researching my family since I was a teenager and I thought it might help me to be 
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a member.  A couple of years later there were several members in Lethbridge and area 

and we got together and decided to form a branch in Lethbridge.  As I remember we 

thought the benefits of having a branch would be to start a library and to exchange 

ideas about how to research. 

 

Joan Adams 
 
I have been interested in genealogy since the late 70’s when I received copies of 

genealogy for my maternal grandmother and for my husband's paternal family.  As 

computers changed so did my genealogy.   

Moving to Lethbridge in 2000 at some point I became involved with the Lethbridge 

centre. Meeting Eleanor who is a whiz on how to, I volunteered a little.  We spent five 

winters in Phoenix so I wandered away. I tried to keep up with new births and deaths. 

Meeting Eleanor recently in a local coffee shop, I rejoined the Lethbridge group. Having 

just received our DNA results, Eleanor was of great assistance. I also was contacted by 

an unknown relative on my paternal grandmother's side that I was able to help prove 

where he belonged. 

I find my memory is not what it should be and I make a lot of mistakes.  I am 

overwhelmed when I try to work on my family. I was able to put my other family 

together. It was quite an achievement as she had been given away as an infant. 

Through Google maps I was able to go to the home where my maternal grandmother 

was born before coming to Canada. 

I don’t know how to proceed at this point as I have a lot of paper to include. 

I have learned so much and it has resolved a lot of unknown issues. 

 

Michelle Bolden (your California member) 

. 

All I knew about my paternal grandfather, Kenijlo (Michael) Woloschuk, was that he 

emigrated from near Chernivtsi, Ukraine to Canada around 1900, and sometime later 

settled in Lethbridge, where  my father was born in 1909.  My grandmother emigrated 

from Poland.  My Dad knew very little about his parents.  He did know that his dad 

worked on the big bridge in Lethbridge.  I always wanted to find out more about them.  

 At a few family gatherings, I was part of the group discussion with several of my 

cousins about: “Who was our grandfather?”. Nothing was known, but cousin Joe had 

some un-documented and limited info done by his step-father years ago which Joe 

believed to be true.  From the little I knew, I guessed most of his info was not. That 

motivated me to start some serious research to obtain documents, which I then realized 

was the only way to get an accurate story.  

I had already been attending a few local genealogy group meetings previous to starting 

serious genealogy research in late 2018.  I decided then that obtaining documented 
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information was to be my primary goal.  In March 2019, I went with that group for a 

week to do research at the FamilySearch Library in Salt Lake City.   I went with an 

important piece of documented evidence which my cousin Janice had recently given me 

- her father’s birth certificate, which showed the birthplace of our grandfather - the town 

of Oshykhilby, Bukovina.  At the library I worked with three Eastern EU experts from 

whom I received invaluable help. 

Also in March 2019, I joined AGS, Lethbridge Branch.  My local genealogy group has 

always recommended joining a group where you are searching to get help in finding 

local information. The main reason I joined is because I live in the US, and a big 

problem I was having was finding a genealogist in Canada to process requests to 

Archives Canada for documents not available to a non-citizen. I was hoping someone in 

AGS could help me find someone to do that, since legitimate documents were what I 

needed to find. 

Becoming a member was the best decision I made - very fruitful!  My welcome email 

from Eleanor McMurchy said, “Welcome, how can I help you?”   To every question I 

asked, I got a quick and thorough answer. First of all, along with my limited info, her 

research of local Lethbridge land and other records, she clarified and confirmed which 

of two men was actually my grandfather!  One was Joe’s candidate and the other was 

mine. Mine turned out to be the correct person.  

I continued the research I had started at the FamilySearch Library, eventually 

discovering siblings of my grandparents, several of whom also immigrated to 

Lethbridge.  Through Eleanor, I was able to order many vital statistics documents for 

them.  Also, she found obits and newspaper articles about some of them. 

I also knew that my grandfather had returned to Ukraine and later made a second trip to 

Canada.  But I did not know where or why or when.   After some searching, I could not 

find his name on any passenger manifest lists for his second trip. Eleanor offered to 

also look and found a manifest with his name in the detained passenger list, at the end 

of the passenger list.  She told me it was not easy to find.  

I had learned that he lived in Winnipeg a year or two before he settled in Lethbridge and 

that he probably worked for the railway. During my search for him in Winnipeg, I asked 

Eleanor why there were no records, not even in the Henderson Directory.  

Eleanor explained: “I suspect he, like most aliens, worked for the railway.  Canada's two 

major railways meet in Winnipeg - the CPR and CNR.  Men would work in gangs out of 

town laying or repairing track.  The railway had bunk cars or used boarding houses in 

towns. 

When the men were in Winnipeg, they often stayed in rooming houses near the railway 

station.  If the men were away when the Directory clerk came around, they likely weren't 

added to the list.  Sometimes the aliens were suspicious of people asking questions and 

either didn't co-operate or couldn't understand the language.” 
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I searched with no results for a marriage record for my grandparents.  Eleanor also 

checked other provinces and Canadian records I was not aware of for a record.  With 

names of very unusual spelling, a newly discovered relative (that I found in my DNA list 

on Ancestry) found a record in Winnipeg.  Eleanor ordered a copy for me.   Due to 

covid, there were extraordinary delays and backlog.  Because of her persistent work, 

finally after two years, Eleanor was able to get a copy of my grandparents marriage 

certificate in Manitoba! 

I am still a member because I received so much generous and knowledgeable help from 

Eleanor since 2019 in our several email exchanges. I wanted to continue to be a 

member, especially to be able to get documents from Canada Archives.  She was a 

major help in putting my grandparents' story together.  I used information which she 

found, and all the documents she ordered for me, with what I found from other sources 

to write a documented story about who my grandfather was, which I have shared with 

various family members.  I am extremely grateful for her help. 

The zoom meetings have allowed me to feel like a real, physical member and have 

given me helpful and interesting information. 

Through the Edmonton branch, I attended a few zoom meetings of the SIG group on 

writing a story.  And last year became aware of the Ukraine Genealogy Group, led by 

Elaine Kalynchuk, and listened to a couple of their zoom meetings.  

Thank you AGS/Lethbridge, and your star volunteer, Eleanor McMurchy! 

 

Marilyn Brown 
 

I love history and geology and my genealogy  so I I decided to join LGS to motivate 

myself to continue learning  by getting involved. 

 

Velda Sjvold  
 
I was very fortunate to have my paternal grandfather live with us each summer on the 

farm in Saskatchewan. My paternal grandmother, Sarah, died before I was born, but her 

memories were shared with me by various relatives and family friends over the years. 

As I became a young adult, the stories I heard about her and the relationship she and 

my father had interested me to the point I needed to know more about her. 

 As you know, the more you learn about one person leads you to the next relative. So, I 

started out with a small box…. when it overflowed…. I went to a larger box and now 

have the information in file boxes and a filing cabinet even though I have scanned most 

of the information. With all this information, I needed help, so I thought the Lethbridge 

Genealogy Branch was where I could get help by listening to the monthly speakers, 

meeting other members who had valuable information (some were searching for 



  

 

FootprintsYesterday’s 20 March 2025 
 

ancestors in the same area of the world) and by using the books, platforms and 

software available to members at the library. 

 Most of my ancestors came from Ireland, Scotland and England, my husband's 

ancestors are from Norway. I have learned more about the countries from presentations 

and members sharing their knowledge. I don’t believe we ever stop wondering about 

another relative that sends us on another journey to learn more. That’s a good thing. It 

helps to know where we are going when we know where we have come from! Thanks to 

all of you who have shared your valuable knowledge with me, I appreciate it. 

   
Julie Miller 
  

When I was a young adult, my mother's cousin had a few pages of our ancestry and 

gave it to my mom. She gave it to me and wanted me to look further into our heritage. 

At the time, I did not know anything about the websites that we have now to help with 

finding our family, so my knowledge was all hearsay and stories. After a while, I put 

down the genealogy items and concentrated on growing up and life. About 8 years ago, 

my aunt told me about a cousin she had who lived in Edmonton and did genealogy, so 

she gave my info to this cousin. The cousin got a hold of me and told me there was a 

Lethbridge genealogy branch and that I should join. I checked it out and thought it 

sounded like fun, figured I could find more info on my family, so I joined. Shortly after I 

joined, a member convinced me to be the secretary, that it was an easy job, and I could 

work with her. She left the executive shortly thereafter, and I stayed.  I have been part of 

the executive committee ever since. I still do not do a whole lot with my family, but I do 

enjoy the members, the comradery and the work that we do, so I have continued to be a 

member. One day hopefully I will be able to continue working on my family. 

  

Belinda Crowson    
 

I joined LGS for a few different reasons. The first is that at some point I hope to sit down 

and do a more thorough study of my family history and know the available resources will 

greatly help me. At this point, though, the resources available through the LGS are a 

great help to me when I do historical research, especially research into families and 

individuals connected with places and events across southern Alberta. Social history 

and genealogy go hand in hand. I also love what LGS does in the community and enjoy 

being part of a group that provides so much to researchers and the community.  

 

Marilyn Astle 

Halfway through my 1986-1996 decade with Lethbridge Community college, as it was 

then called, I had a half-time release from my role as student counsellor one year to be 

faculty professional development coordinator. In that role I shared office space with 
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Phylis Burnett who taught me a great deal about computer use and told me about the 

Alberta Genealogy Society which had a branch in Lethbridge. Around the same time, I 

did an evening course in introductory genealogy offered by the college. I remember 

going to the local Family History centre in a church adjacent to the college campus and 

being impressed when a volunteer found a marriage record on a microfilm for one set of 

my great grandparents and printed me a copy. In 1996 I lost my college job due to 

government cuts and, while looking for new work opportunities, decided I had time to 

check out AGS. I joined but did not stay long as I received a job offer in the United Arab 

Emirates and left Lethbridge with my husband and our young son in summer 1997. 

While out of the country I let my AGS membership lapse as this was before the internet 

was of much value to genealogists and we had declared ourselves non-residents for tax 

purposes and were advised to cut ties to Canadian organizations. Returning to Canada 

in 2006, AGS was definitely on my list of ways to get involved in the community. We 

settled in Edmonton and I rejoined AGS there, transferring my membership to 

Lethbridge when I moved back in 2017. Now I am back in the Edmonton area and a 

member of both Lethbridge and Edmonton branches.  

 

Different Routes To The Same Discovery  

 Two Common Newspaper Search Approaches 

This article is reprinted with permission from Jeff Kiley, The CEO of Advantage 

Archives.  

When adopting a search strategy, remember: There are many roads that lead to 

the same destination!  

Digging into the archives can feel overwhelming at first. How do you even begin to sift 

through the millions and mil-lions of pages of newspapers and documents to find the 

stories that matter to you? The good news is that with the right strategies, searching 

those pages can be simpler and more efficient than you may think. Whether you’re look-

ing for a family member’s wedding announcement, a local event, or clues about a 

historical figure, the right ap-proach can help you uncover the information you need.  

The way you search for historical newspapers and similar records significantly impacts 

the results you uncover. While there are many methods and approaches, two common 

strategies stand out: starting broad and narrowing your results or beginning with a 

precise query and expanding outward. Each approach has unique benefits, and both 

can be powerful tools when used effectively.  

Let’s explore these methods using the example of researching an ancestor, Stephen 

Smith, who was married to Sarah in Belleville, New York, sometime in the early 1920s. 
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Each approach can lead to the same result—a wed-ding announcement or related 

articles—but each journey offers unique benefits and discoveries along the way.  

Casting a Wide Net  

When you have limited details, starting with a broad search is a great 

choice…sometimes your only choice. Per-haps all you know is that Stephen Smith was 

married to Sarah in Belleville in the early 1920s. With this approach, you begin with 

minimal information and refine your search as you gather more context.  

Begin by entering just the basics into the search: the name “Stephen Smith” and the 

keyword “wedding.” This casts a wide net, pulling up a diverse array of results. At first, 

your search may feel overwhelming—hundreds of mentions of “Smith” (a very common 

surname) could appear in everything from advertisements to court records completely 

unrelated to your ancestor. But don’t be discouraged; the goal here is to uncover 

breadcrumbs to guide your next steps.  

As you sift through the results, you may stumble upon a reference to Stephen in a social 

column discussing a luncheon to celebrate his engagement, hosted at the home of the 

bride-to-be’s parents, the residence of “Mr. & Mrs. Frank McCall.” This clue gives us 

Sarah’s maiden name—and allows you to add “McCall” to your query, nar-rowing the 

results. Now, you’re looking for “Stephen Smith” AND “Sarah McCall” in Belleville, which 

might reveal an announcement about their upcoming wedding.  

But this is just one stop on the journey. As you analyze these articles, you notice 

another interesting detail, once again in the town’s social columns, noting that Jim 

McCall would be in town the week of June to attend his sister’s wedding. Now we know 

the wedding took place the week of March 9th, 1922. Armed with this new information, 

you can refine your query only to return results for that week or possibly include the 

week prior and the week after to ensure any other event mentions are found. Suddenly, 

you are finding exactly what you were looking for despite starting out with very little 

information.  

Along the way, you find more than just the wedding announcement. A newspaper article 

might mention Sarah McCall’s parents hosting the ceremony at their home, offering you 

a glimpse into her family’s history. You might also discover Sarah’s involvement in a 

local charity, or references to Stephen’s career or community engagement in Belleville. 

These side discoveries enrich your understanding of their lives and place in history.  

By starting broad and narrowing your focus, you not only uncover the wedding details 

but also build a more com-prehensive picture of Stephen and Sarah’s world—details 

you might never have thought to look for by using con-text clues that only a very broad 

search would have led you to. 

Starting With A Narrow Focus  
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The opposite approach is effective if and when you have more specific details about 

your ancestors. If you begin your search knowing Sarah’s maiden name and the exact 

year of the wedding, you can become hyper-focused on crafting a query that will only 

return the results related to your quest.  

Knowing that Stephen Smith and Sarah McCall were married in Belleville in the spring 

of 1922, you can create a query tailored to capture different ways the wedding 

announcement might have been phrased. For instance:  

• Use the exact phrases: “Stephen Smith” OR “Steve Smith” AND “Sarah McCall” OR 

“Sarah Smith” OR “Mrs. Stephen Smith.”  

• Include keywords like “married” OR “wedding” OR “wed” to capture various 

terminologies used for weddings.  

• Add associated terms such as “bride” OR “groom” OR “matrimony.”  

• Exclude irrelevant results by adding NONE of “Stephen McCall.”  

• Limit the search to BETWEEN March 1st and June 30th, 1922, to focus on the likely 

date range.  

Running this query may yield an immediate hit: a wedding announcement in the 

Belleville Times, complete with details about the ceremony, the officiant, and even the 

couple’s honeymoon plans. While a precise query might lead you directly to the 

announcement, the journey doesn’t end there. You have confirmed the details you 

already suspected but don’t know much more than when you started. Adjusting your 

search query a little at a time can start to uncover additional context and connections.  

For instance, you could adjust the date filter to BEFORE March 9th, 1922, and remove 

any mention of Stephen or Weddings to explore Sarah’s life before her marriage. This 

might reveal articles about her schooling, social activi-ties, or mentions of her family on 

Belleville society pages.  

Alternatively, you might remove Sarah’s name and the surname “McCall” from your 

query during the same time frame, uncovering mentions of Stephen in business 

directories, civic events, or other news items.  

Another adjustment to the query could involve reintroducing the names “Stephen 

Smith”, “Steve Smith”, and “Sarah McCall” while maintaining the date selection of 

BEFORE March 9th, 1922, and you might begin to learn about Ste-phen and Sarah’s 

lives before they married. It is possible you might find overlaps that could point to how 

and when they met.  

Each step provides an opportunity to uncover more than just the wedding 

announcement, offering insights into the lives of those connected to your ancestors.  

Comparing the Two Journeys  
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Both approaches can lead to the same result—the discovery of Stephen and Sarah’s 

wedding announcement—but they offer different advantages:  

• Casting a Wide Net: This method is ideal when you’re starting with limited details. It 

allows you to piece to-gether information as you go, uncovering unexpected 

connections and enriching your research with every clue.  

• Starting With A Narrow Focus: With the power of the Query Builder, this approach is 

highly efficient when you have specific details. It quickly delivers precise results while 

leaving room to expand and explore additional context.  

Keep in mind that these two approaches are not mutually exclusive. By combining these 

strategies, you can tailor your search to your needs, ensuring that you not only find what 

you’re looking for but also uncover valuable context and connections along the way.  

Whether you cast a wide net or start with a precise query, both methods are valuable 

tools in historical newspaper research. Each offers a unique perspective on the past, 

allowing you to discover not just the answers you seek but also the stories, connections, 

and details that bring history to life. As you explore the archives, remember: it’s not just 

about the destination—it’s about the journey. 

The Ancestor Hunt 

Monthly Newsletter March 15, 2025, Volume 2025 Issue 3 

 

If you have your DNA on 23 and Me, 
         you should read this timely article: 

 
Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter – 

23andMe Says It Won Permission from a Judge To Sell Customers’  

Medical and Ancestry Data.  

Here’s How to Delete Yours  
 Summary 
23andMe, a DNA-testing company, has been granted permission by a bankruptcy judge 
to sell customer medical and ancestry data to potential bidders. Customers can delete 
their data by logging into their account, navigating to “Settings,” and selecting 
“Permanently Delete Data.” 

● Bankrupt 23andMe will be allowed to sell customers’ genetic data to other 
companies. The company claims its security measures surrounding the data will 
remain in place, but its privacy policy says it can change those procedures at any 
time. 23andMe customers do have a way to delete their genetic and ancestral 
data, however. 
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A U.S. bankruptcy judge ruled DNA-testing company 23andMe, which filed for 
bankruptcy Sunday,  has the right to sell customers’ medical and ancestry data to 
potential bidders. Offers will be due on May 7, and a final hearing will be held in June. 
Once the hottest start-up in Silicon Valley, shares for the San Francisco-based 
company soared as much as 158% on Thursday. Investors see the sensitive data of 
23andMe’s 15 million customers as the company’s most valuable asset. 
After 23andMe set hurried deadlines for potential bidders, U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Brian 
C. Walsh later delayed those dates by two weeks to gratify his schedule as well as to 
allow creditors a chance to evaluate before the court arrives at a decision.  
While genetic data of 23andMe’s customers will be up for grabs, the company says 
security measures will remain in place surrounding customer data. The company will 
continue to be “transparent about the management of user data going forward, and data 
privacy will be an important consideration in any potential transaction,” board chairman 
Mark Jensen said in a statement.  
According to the company’s privacy policy, in a bankruptcy, merger, or acquisition, 
sensitive customer data will carry the same contingencies, but the policy also mentions 
that these procedures can be changed at will. 23andMe emphasized any potential 
bidders must agree to comply with the company’s security measures concerning 
customer data, according to its privacy policy. 
“There’s health insurance companies that are interested in this data, there’s life 
insurance companies that are interested in this data,” California Attorney General Rob 
Bonta told ABC News7 earlier this week. 
How to delete your data 
While 23andMe claims user data will remain protected, the company also allows users 
to wipe their data from the platform. Here’s how to do it. 
Once logged into your account, toggle over to the “Settings” portion of your profile. Find 
the “23andMe” data section located at the bottom of the page, then click “view.” Users 
can opt to download their data at this stage. Then, users can scroll to the “Delete Data” 
section and select the “Permanently Delete Data” option. 23andMe will make users 
confirm their request via email, and once more through a link.  
Customers who have chosen to have saliva samples preserved by 23andMe previously 
can request they be discarded via the settings page under “Preferences.” Additionally, if 
a user has allowed their data from 23andMe to be used by third-party researchers, they 
can withdraw their consent within the setting page under “Research and Product 
Consents.” 

 
How are we doing? 

We're eager to hear your thoughts about this Special Interest-Group and genealogy in 

general. Please send them to CANADIANeSIG@gmail.com   

https://investors.23andme.com/news-releases/news-release-details/23andme-initiates-voluntary-chapter-11-process-maximize
https://www.23andme.com/legal/privacy/full-version/
https://archive.org/details/KGO_20250325_000000_ABC7_News_500PM/start/420/end/480
mailto:CANADIANeSIG@gmail.com
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Like this email? 

Forward this to your friends and let them know they can subscribe to our email 

list HERE 

 Participating in the Canadian eSIG is free. 

Discover, Connect, and Share at the Canadian eSIG  

Virtual Mutual Aid for Canadian & American Genealogical Research 

You received this email because of your previous contacts with the Canadian eSIG of 
the Genealogical Society of Collier County. We will be very sorry to see you go if you no 
longer wish to receive these emails; however, 
email CANADIANeSIG@gmail.com  unsubscribe in the subject line, and we will remove 
your name from our mailing list. 
  
Best wishes, 
 

Al Turner  

CANADIANeSIG@gmail.com 

860-881-8289 

(Voice or text): 

Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions or concerns. 
 
Best wishes, 
Al Turner 

alfronct@gmail 
Announcements 

 
 

AGS Gen Fair & Annual General Meeting 

Registration is open for the Family History Fair on April 26, 2025 

https://rdfamilyhistoryfair.blogspot.com/p/registration.html  The cost of the event is free, 

however, please register for the event so we know what numbers to expect. The event 

https://alsqda.wordpress.com/uncover-your-canadian-american-ancestry-with-the-canadian-%F0%9F%87%A8%F0%9F%87%A6-esig/
mailto:CANADIANeSIG@gmail.com
mailto:CANADIANeSIG@gmail.com
mailto:CANADIANeSIG@gmail.com
about:blank
https://post.spmailte.com/f/a/TX90DGC9q2hGjXlM_4iDuQ~~/AACohRA~/DXoeDUeK04wBfhxqCYAyMvDfslYjRzKowNMHZ1JscYF7dsHeF8Jukd24V1KZToh6XxitBN1cOXpuu7EPFhLz2g71KQAPMHG9smBlvw7Ms_RmBNJKXBK8e4dU5VHpM8PDVqNr1ezgamUt3Hi-jD9Diw~~
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is to be held at The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 3002 47 Avenue Red 

Deer AB 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on April 26, 2025 at 3:00 pm at the same 

location.  

We hope to see you there! 
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President’s note: 

Thank you to all that help make this edition a success.  Amazing things 

happen when we all work together.   

Just a short note about the survey for meeting times.  Go to this address: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/19-llKXjDsvgnUU2hkux-

zueMpE1VXRF_flNapbEq0j0/edit#responses 

Again thank-you 

 

 


